Out on the Town

With Liz and Sydney
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Sydney: She ls known 1o most &8
REobl—a bartender and an instirution wnto
herself in the gay night-life scene. This
lanky blonde rransvestite—Married with
Children's Kelly Bundy come-to-life—
len't just behind the bar these days: You
can also find her on top of i, hostng a
weeokly Sunday night party called *The
Hunk Club," with Matthew Kasden,
RuPaul, Larry Tee and all the BoyBar
Beauties st (aptly enough) La Palace
De Besute. She also appears In two
recently released fllma, Laxt Exif fo
Brooklyn and Lomglime Companion.
Liz and | spoke with her about film,
her acting future and “club Iife.*

Lin Robl Martin was bom o mere
a1 years ago In Calro, Egypt. At 13 she
wils working as a srylist with & modeling
firm bn Colorado—a stint that brought
her to New York once & month on busk
ness. After high school, she moved here,
planning o atend the Pashion Instinute
of Technology (FIT—"Fags in Tralnlng,”
she calls i),

Talking about drag, she says, 'l
alwuys went out dressed [in dragl, but
I sald, You'd never carch me doing
that drag-queen performanee shir.™
Many are glad that changed,

Sydney: Having thrown her Ffirst
party at the Michael Todd room at Pal-
ladium, Robl's “big break® came when
the World reopened under Steve
Lewis in September 1987. She began
working as a waitress “in a French
maid's outfit,” requested a promaotion
to bartending and, mercifully, received ir.

During the summer of 1988, Robi did
her first performance at BoyBar with
Phoebe Legere (whose song, “Marihym,” is
2 Robl favorite). Add working at Mars on
the third™drag" fleor with Perfidin, where
both they and any other drag queens who
happened by would perform, and Robi the
Lip-Synch Barender was bom,

Lix: Bariending was a steppingsions
to the silver screen for Bobi (not an unasu-
il phenomenon—cansider that Bruce
Willis was discovered at Kamikaze)
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“While I was working a2 the Wodd, James
St. James kept saying, You have to go
down for these auditlons.’ 1 thought, "Well,
I everybody else has suditioned, 1 dont
think I will.”™ Jumes wis Anally forced Into
dragging Last Exit o Brooklym's casting
director o the Word one night. Robl was
originally reading for the pan of Georgette

SCREEN GODDESS
Robi Martin

(subsequently given to Lexis Arguette);
after the fifth (or was it fifticth?) audition,
she got a phone call, packed her bags and
few o Germany 1o play Goldie.

Shooting in Munich had fts high
points: "SAG (Screen Actors Guild) rules
for U5, actors abroad say you can only
work 8 10 6, Monday through Friday,” she
explains. And its downside: Makeup call
was at 6:30 am—so she really did start
toiling at 8. *The producer would call up
and arrange for us o go out. The clubs
are smaller, with all these disco lghts, but
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all they play i American muslc.” One
club, P1, is connected to the back of the
museum of modern art, with overhanga
looking out Into the club. *But people
really don't go out much—they'd rather skt
outside and drink Wiirbier [ beer made
with live yeast cultunes that Robl reporta la
very potent yet lesves no hangover).®

Sydney: Robl had a few mishaps
during the shooting: In the process of
flming the rape scene, she was actual-
Iy hur, but the director, ULl Bdel, only
kept ascreaming “Morel Morel® A scene
in which Stephen Baldwin dmgs her
ncroas the floor by the hakr ended with
Robi into a table and knock-
Ing over the lamp and lighted candle
on top of it. Next the set caught fire,
and shooting was delayed for hourn
while & was repalred. Robl: "I said, 1
thought they called this “acting.”™ But
when the flm was finished, the direc-
tor gave the cast presents: Robl
recelved two dozen roses; the non-
drag male cast-members were given
passes to the best brothel in town
(prostitution is legal there).

A documentary crew working on
i film about Lasr Exit not only fol-
lowed the cast around the entire time
but glso went out to a club one night
and on the cast-trip to Dachau, the
Nazi concentration camp,

Liz: Robl had refurned o New
York and was picking up her Last B
paycheck when [onglime Compermion
wis casting—next-door, Someone
asked her 1o read for the flm, and she
played the part of the ransvestte, “Origi-
nally her name was Pauling, but you know
howr films are®—Robi’s thesplantics ended
up on the cutting-room floor. The scenes
were filmed on the kst day of production
in an abandoned New Jersey hospital
“When | went 1o see the film, people were
asking, as the credits were rolling, where
the transvestite was®; it Bn't very obwious
umless you know her. AL the premiere party
for Lomgtime Compersion at Quick!, Robi
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wis working the bar. *People would
come from the film and say, "Weren't you
in the Al What ane you doing here? Did
they hire you for the pary? Its not Hoe
I'm rolling in money, or anything.*

Kobi “loved” Lomgfime Comgarion
and thought it was an Impomant film,
Asked about future moles, she mused, *1
would like to be a mansvestite and work.”
The two seem 10 be mutually exclushve
“There were—what!—three transvestite
roles last year, and | had two of them!®

Sydney: For those who frequent
Robi’s bars (she will soon appear at Zest
on Wednesdays, Thursdays and Pridays),
her advice s an enigmaric “Criminey
sakes, don't be an idicd” She asks only
for a linle consideration: I © ems Robi
has become 50 legendary tha people will
just yell her name from the back of a
room and expect service. Do unio your
banenders as you would have them do
unio you (preferably with Red Devils),

Robi will continue to host *The
Hunk Club,* which features two main
floor-acts per week, with the rest per-
forming, not unlike the Mars setup, on
the top foor. She promises great things
for Gay Pride Day.

And for her acting...? "My agent
hasn't sent me on anything normal
Which leads ws once again 1o ask,
“Wiat's s0 great about normal W






